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49/ 214. International Decade of the Wrld' s Indigenous People
The General Assenbly,

Bearing in mnd that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as set
forth in the Charter, is the achievenment of international cooperation in
sol ving international problens of an economic, social, cultural or
humani tarian character and in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human
rights and fundanmental freedons for all without distinction as to race, sex,
| anguage or religion,

Recogni zi ng the value and diversity of the cultures and the forns of
soci al organi zation of the world' s indigenous peopl e,

Recalling its resolution 48/ 163 of 21 Decenber 1993, by which it
procl ai med the International Decade of the Wirld's |Indigenous People,
conmenci ng on 10 Decenber 1994,

Conscious of the need to inprove the economc, social and cultural
situation of the indigenous people, with full respect for their
di stinctiveness and their own initiatives,

Reaffirm ng that the goal of the Decade is to strengthen international
cooperation for the solution of problens faced by indigenous people in such
areas as human rights, the environment, devel opnent, education and health,

Recal ling that, beginning in the first year of the Decade, one day of
every year shall be observed as the International Day of I|ndi genous Peopl e,

Wel comi ng the recomendati on of the Wrking G oup on Indigenous
Popul ati ons of the Subcommi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts that the
International Day be observed every year on 9 August, that date being the
anni versary of the first day of the neeting of the Wrking Goup in 1982,

Al so wel comi ng the appoi ntment of the Assistant Secretary-General for
Human Ri ghts as Coordi nator for the Decade,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of considering the establishment of a
permanent forum for indigenous people within the United Nations systemin the
framework of the Decade, and recalling that the Conmi ssion on Human Rights, in
its resolution 1994/28 of 4 March 1994, requested the Wrking Goup to give
priority consideration to the possible establishment of a permanent forum for
i ndi genous peopl e,
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Recalling its request to the Coordinator to coordinate the progranme of
activities for the Decade in full collaboration and consultation with
Governnents, conpetent bodies, the International Labour Organization and other
speci al i zed agenci es, and i ndi genous and non-governnental organizations,

Recalling also its request to specialized agencies, regional conm ssions
and ot her organi zations of the United Nations systemto consider with
Governments and in partnership with indi genous people how they can contribute
to the success of the Decade, and wel comi ng recomendations received in this
regard,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of consultation and cooperation with
i ndi genous people in planning and inplenenting the programme of activities for
the Decade, the need for adequate financial support fromthe international
community, including support fromwithin the United Nations and the
speci al i zed agenci es, and the need for adequate coordination and conmuni cation
channel s,

Recalling its invitation to indigenous organizations and ot her
non-governnental organi zations to consider the contributions they can nake to
the success of the Decade, with a viewto presenting themto the Wrking G oup
on | ndi genous Popul ati ons,

Taki ng note of Economic and Social Council decision 1992/255 of 20 July
1992, in which the Council requested United Nations bodies and specialized
agencies to ensure that all technical assistance financed or provided by them
was conpatible with international instruments and standards applicable to
i ndi genous peopl e, and encouraged efforts to pronote coordination in this
field and greater participation of indigenous people in the planning and
i mpl ementation of projects affecting them

Convi nced that the devel opnent of indigenous people within their
countries will contribute to the soci o-economc, cultural and environnmental
advancenent of all the countries of the world,

Recogni zi ng t hat indi genous people can and shoul d be abl e through
appropri ate mechani sns to nmake their distinct contributions to hunanity,

M ndful of the relevant recommendati ons of the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts, the United Nati ons Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent and the
I nternational Conference on Popul ation and Devel opnent, in particular chapter
26 of Agenda 21 on recogni zing and strengthening the role of indigenous people
and their comunities,

Wel comi ng the proposal for an Indigenous Youth Cultural OAynpics to be
held at Manila in 1995, in conjunction with the Decade and the fiftieth
anni versary of the United Nations,

Determined to pronote the enjoyment of the rights of indigenous people
and the full devel opnent of their distinct cultures and conmunities,

1. Takes note of the prelimnary report of the Secretary- General of 28
Sept enber 1994 on a conprehensive programme of action for the International
Decade of the World's | ndi genous People and the annexes to that report;

2. Decides to adopt the short-term programe of activities for 1995
contained in annex Il to the report of the Secretary-Ceneral, and invites the
Conmmi ssion on Human Rights, at its fifty-first session, to consider the
short-term progranme with a view to adjusting or supplenenting it if required;

3. Invites Governnents to subnit witten conments to the
Secretary-General, by the end of August 1995, on the prelinminary report and
its annexes, with a view to the preparation of a final conprehensive programe
of action for the Decade, to be subnmitted by the Secretary-General to the
General Assenbly at its fiftieth session;
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4. Decides that the Decade will have an operational focus to inplenent
its goals and that its theme will be "Indi genous people: partnership in
action";

5. Encourages the Conmmi ssion on Hunman Rights to consider the draft
Uni ted Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples, contained in
the annex to resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994 of the Subconmi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, with the
participation of representatives of indigenous people, on the basis of and in
accordance with appropriate procedures to be deternined by the Conm ssion,
with a view to achieving the adoption of a draft declaration by the General
Assenbly within the Decade;

6. Recogni zes the inportance of considering the establishnent of a
permanent forum for indigenous people within the United Nations during the
Decade, as reconmmended in the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action,
adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Rights at Vienna in June 1993, and
requests the Comm ssion on Human Rights to make recommendations in this
regard;

7. Recognizes the inmportance of strengthening the human and
institutional capacity of indigenous people to develop their own solutions to
their problens, and for these purposes recomrends that the United Nations
Uni versity consider the possibility of sponsoring, in each region, one or nore
institutions of higher education as centres of excellence and the diffusion of
expertise, and invites the Conmm ssion on Hunan Rights to recommend appropriate
means of inplenmentation;

8. Decides that the International Day of the Wirld's |Indigenous People
shall be observed every year during the Decade on 9 August, requests the
Secretary-General to support the observance of the Day, fromw thin existing
budget ary resources, and encourages Governments to observe the Day at the
nati onal |evel;

9. Expresses its appreciation for the work undertaken by the Goodwi ||
Ambassador, Rigoberta Mench? Tum and expresses the hope that she wll
continue to play an inportant role in pronoting the Decade;

10. Recommends that special attention be given to inproving the extent
and effectiveness of the participation of indigenous people in planning and
i mpl enenting the activities for the Decade, including through the recruitnent,
where appropriate, by relevant United Nations bodi es and specialized agencies
of staff from anong indi genous nationals of Menber States, consistent with
Article 101 of the Charter of the United Nations, w thin existing resources,
and through consultation with Governnments at the national, regional and
international |evels;

11. Reconmends for this purpose that a second technical neeting on the
pl anni ng of the Decade be convened immedi ately prior to the thirteenth session
of the Working Group on Indigenous Popul ations, to be supported fromwi thin
exi sting budgetary resources, and urges Governments, United Nations bodies,
speci al i zed agenci es and, in particular, indigenous people's organizations to
participate actively in that neeting, in accordance with agreed procedures;

12. Decides to consider at a later session the convening of neetings for
pl anni ng and revi ew purposes at appropriate intervals during the Decade, and
urges Governments, United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and, in
particul ar, indigenous people's organizations to participate actively in such
neet i ngs;

13. Recommends that the Secretary-General:

(a) Establish, during the first quarter of 1995, the Voluntary Fund for
the Decade and include that Fund in the annual Pl edgi ng Conference for
Devel opnent Activities held at United Nations Headquarters;

(b) Request United Nations representatives in countries where there are
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i ndi genous people to pronote, through the appropriate channels, greater
partici pation of indigenous people in the planning and inplenentation of
projects affecting them

(c) Urge relevant United Nations conferences convened during the Decade
to promote and facilitate to the extent possible, and as appropriate, the
effective input of the views of indigenous peopl e;

(d) Ensure that infornation about the programme of activities for the
Decade and opportunities for indigenous people to participate in those
activities is dissemnated in all countries and to the greatest possible
extent in indigenous |anguages, to be financed fromw thin existing budgetary
resources;

(e) Report to the General Assenbly at its fiftieth session on progress
made at the national, regional and international |evels in acconplishing these
obj ecti ves;

14. Requests the United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to
take into account the special concerns of indigenous people and the goals of
the Decade in the fulfilment of his functions;

15. Requests the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, bearing in
mnd the contribution that indi genous people have the capacity to make, to
establish a unit within the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat to
support its activities related to indigenous people, in particular to plan,
coordi nate and inplenent activities for the Decade;

16. Invites the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights to consider
t he appoi ntment of a fund-rai ser who coul d devel op new sources of funding for
t he Decade;

17. Requests the Adnministrative Conmittee on Coordination, through its
inter- agency process, to consult and coordinate on the Decade, with a viewto
assi sting the Coordinator of the Decade to fulfil his function, and to report
on activities of the United Nations systemin relation to the Decade to the
General Assenbly in each year of the Decade;

18. Invites United Nations financial and devel opment institutions,
oper ati onal programes and specialized agencies, in accordance with the
exi sting procedures of their governing bodies:

(a) To give increased priority and resources to inproving the conditions
of indigenous people, with particular enphasis on the needs of those people in
devel opi ng countries, including by the preparation of specific programes of
action for the inplenentation of the goals of the Decade, within their areas
of conpet ence;

(b) To launch special projects, through appropriate channels and in
col | aboration with indi genous people, for strengthening their comunity-Ievel
initiatives, and to facilitate the exchange of infornmation and expertise anong
i ndi genous peopl e and ot her rel evant experts;

(c) To designate focal points for coordination with the Centre for Human
Ri ghts of activities related to the Decade;

19. Encourages Governments to support the Decade by:
(a) Contributing to the United Nations Trust Fund for the Decade;

(b) Preparing relevant progranmes, plans and reports in relation to the
Decade, in consultation wth indigenous people;

(c) Seeking neans, in consultation with indigenous people, of giving

i ndi genous people greater responsibility for their own affairs and an
effective voice in decisions on matters which affect them
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(d) Establishing national conmittees or other mechani sns involving
i ndi genous people to ensure that the objectives and activities of the Decade
are planned and i npl emented on the basis of full partnership with indigenous
peopl €;

20. Al so encourages CGovernments to consider contributing, as appropriate,
to the Fund for the Devel opnent of Indigenous Peoples of Latin Anerica and the
Cari bbean, in support of the achi evenent of the goals of the Decade;

21. Appeals to Governnments and intergovernmental and non-government al
organi zations to support the Decade by identifying resources for activities
designed to inplenent the goals of the Decade, in cooperation w th indigenous
peopl e;

22. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fiftieth session

the itementitled "Programme of activities of the International Decade of the
Worl d' s I ndi genous Peopl e".
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