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according to FEI method, the incidence of poverty was estimated at 42.1 percent at the national
level- 43.3 percent in rural areas and 37.9 percent in urban areas.

6.5 Pollution

6.5.1 Industrial sector

Unplanned industrial expansion in the vicinity of Dhaka has already adversely affected
the quality of river water around Dhaka and this will affect human health in Dhaka and its
surrounding areas. According to a estimate made by Haque, Faisal and Bayes (1997) the price of
land in Hazaribag area of Dhaka has fallen by 7-8% due to pollution from the tanneries. At the
same time per the capita health cost has increased by $25 per the month in the same area due to
morbidity impact of pollution from tanneries. Recently, the Government has decided to shift the
tanneries from Hazaribagh to Savar (exclusively developed for tannery) at a total cost of about
Tk. 2000 million.

Most of the old industries are not equipped with treatment facilities. So dumping of
untreated effluents into nearby ponds, lakes, rivers etc. is a major environmental concern. Such
emissions are also responsible for causing land degradation, as well as pollution of groundwater
due to leaching. Nearly 95 percent of  city water supply is from groundwater sources and  surface
water is chlorinated before supplying to the users. It has increased the cost of water supplies in
several cities including Dhaka. The DOE has identified 1176 major polluting industries by
sectors (Table 6.5) and the distribution of these industries by divisions may be seen in Figure 6.5.

Industries are also responsible for pollution in waters, land and air. Data on waste discharge
into land and air are not available. Table 6.6 shows the estimated waste-water loads from
industrial sectors based on production data.

Table 6.5  Major polluting industries in Bangladesh
Sector Number
Tanneries 198
Textiles 365
Cement 5
Jute 92
Chemicals and pesticides 118
Distilleries 4
Rubber and plastic 63
Paper and pulp 10
Food and sugar 38
Engineering 129
Pharmaceuticals 149
Fertilizers 8
Source: DOE




